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Serenity Meditation (2011)

"Serenity" (1919) is one of my favorite songs by Charles
Ives, and one of the rare pieces in his output in which his
mysticism achieved the state of a timeless continuum. I've
always regretted its brevity, and the two perfunctory chords
that bring it to a premature conclusion. One day it occurred
to me to take the song's material and stretch it out over a
longer period of time. I also added in a few motives from
his last composed song, "Sunrise" (1926), which has a
similarly aimless feel, plus a phrase from “General William
Booth Enters into Heaven.” I like to think I extracted what
was Feldman-like from Ives's most Feldmanesque pieces,
and turned it into something Gannian. I wrote the piece
after Neely Bruce invited me to give the keynote address
for a festival of Ives’s songs, and I dedicate the piece to
him.

Instrumentation: two flutes, two oboes, two clarinets in Bb,
bass clarinet, two bassoons, solo horn, chimes, timpani,

celesta, strings

Duration: 13 minutes



Flutes

Oboes

Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet
in Bb

Bassoon

Horn in F

Chimes

Timpani

Celesta

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

\

to Neely Bruce

Serenity Meditation

Kyle Gann
Devout, reverent 2011
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